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A contrail that form

s and disappears 
as the plane m

oves along. Although 
its length rem

ains about constant it 
m

ay be very short, or it m
ay span a 

large fraction of the sky. G
enerally 

it is very thin.
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A thin contrail that rem

ains in the 
sky after the plane has disappeared. 
These contrails are not m

uch w
ider 

than the short-lived contrails and 
are thinner than 1 finger held at 

arm
’s length.

A thick contrail that rem
ains in the 

sky after the plane has disappeared. 
They are w

ider than 1 finger held 
at arm

’s length. These contrails 
can grow

 to resem
ble natural 

cirrus clouds.
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T
h

is m
aterial is b

ased
 u

p
on

 w
ork su

p
p

orted
 in

 p
art b

y th
e N

ation
al S

cien
ce Fou

n
d

ation
.


